2014 Football Bulletin I

July 24, 2014

To: Commissioners, Board Interpreters, Curriculum reps, CIAC and league reps, media.

From: Bill Riccio, Jr. State Interpreter

Re: Notes on 2014 season.

I. Clinic

Maloney High School is under construction and will not be available for the annual clinic this year. Thanks to New Haven Board member Ralph Zingarella we were able to secure Cheshire High School for the clinic. There are some things still to be determined, but we’ve got a location.
The clinic assignments were given out at the state board meeting on July 16. Once again, we will use a station format, where presenters will give their discussions in 20-minute intervals with six stations – one for each board.
Last year we had the largest attendance in the history of the clinic. This is our 20th annual clinic and we hope to top last year’s number. Hard to believe we started this in 1995.
If you have coaches that are interested in coming, invite them. An invitation will go to CIAC officials and media. The more people see how hard we work at this game, the better.
The assignments are as follows:

Eastern: Scrimmage kicks – Keys, zones prior to and during the kick. What to anticipate in scrimmage kick situation (punts v. field goals). Position-by-position review of pre-snap and at-the-snap keys, zones of coverage once the kick is off, etc. Concentration on punt plays with some review of FGs.

Fairfield -- Review of off-ball officiating during a run and pass play. Review of out-of-bounds play coverage by all officials with emphasis on areas of coverage by officials not primary to out-of-bounds play. When does a late hit become a late hit? On run plays? On pass plays?

Central – Legal shifts, illegal shifts, what is a shift? When can an interior lineman can move to another position, when he is restricted? What eliminates the restriction? LOS requirements on each down. What the numbering requirements are in a scrimmage kick formation on downs other than fourth, and then fourth?
Western – Legally downfield or illegally downfield: What are the restrictions for interior linemen? Covered ends? With or without contact? When can a lineman go downfield on a pass play (passes beyond the LOS and behind the LOS).

Colonial – Review of kick-off mechanics as now in the manual. What are our keys and zones? What do we miss and why? Calling the offside play: when it has to be a foot down beyond the line, when it has to be a pane of glass.
Notice keys and zones are the two major themes this year. If everybody follows their keys and then flows into zone coverage, we should have better and more consistent game management.
II. National Interpretation meeting

The annual interpretation meeting took place Tuesday, July 22 to discuss the major rules changes this year. The state board interpreters and I will be having a meeting to discuss the rules changes so more will be coming out as we get closer to the clinic. I didn’t want to have a meeting until after the national conference call. All decisions will be made in time for the Aug. 16 clinic. Just a few notes:

A. Four on either side of the kicker – The R will have primary responsibility on enforcing this rule on kickoffs. He has the best angle on it in a five-man game. The “jail-break” formation, where the kicking team is huddled will be something to be aware of, but shouldn’t be problematic. 
B. K players (except the player who kicks the ball) must be within five yards of the restraining line until ball is kicked – This rule is to attempt to slow down K players who hit R players on a dead run. This rule is unlike the NCAA version in that players may not straddle the 35, but must have both feet within the back restraining line. This is defined as the forward edge of the 35 or whatever line or stripe is used following penalty. Back Judges will have to instruct players to stay within what effectively now is a box. The fact that the B is then positioned on the 40 could present some problems. 
Let’s not split hairs. If we see a K player substantially going behind the 35 we should flag it, but if they are barely on the line following the ready-for-play, we probably won’t see it, and there is no practical difference. This is going to be one of those rules we are concerned about, and turn out to be no big deal – happens every year.

C. Targeting and defenseless players – The interpreters are meeting to come up with guidelines on these rules. Unfortunately, some of the film we’ve seen has been ambiguous at best. We’ve called these things in the past as “unnecessary roughness.” They now have a new definition. Once the guidelines are decided, they will be presented at the state clinics and at local chapter meetings. I don’t want to say too much about this yet, because the interpreters want to make sure our thinking is the same statewide. More to follow.
D. Last-timed down rule – This is a great rule change. The only time we’re going to extend the period for an untimed down following a penalty now is if the penalty occurs on a play where time expires. This makes more sense than the previous rule and cuts down on the confusion.
E. Kickoff alignment – We will be going back to the 2011 free kick mechanics for the most part. The only difference is the Back Judge will be moving into the field and officiating inside-out. He will also have goal line responsibility. Many boards have been experimenting with this, and many states have used it. This puts the B in a position on the field where he works the rest of the game, and should allow coverage inside the hash marks from the K-40 to about the R-30, where there is a hole in the coverage.
F. Manual – There have been some revisions in keys in the new manual. Curriculum leaders should review these at meetings. The Manual Committee worked hard to eliminate errors in the book this year. In fact, most of our time was spent going through copy and depictions in the book that were not jibing with each other. If you see anything in the book we might’ve missed, drop me a line at wmvrjr@yahoo.com, and I’ll make a note of it, and forward it to the committee chairman.
That’s it for now, see you on the 16th,

Bill Riccio
